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Osamu Kobayashi’s debut at BEERS London 

brings his trademark fluid, bold style and rich 

colours to UK audiences. Kobayashi’s gestural, 

technically complex works appear rooted in 

atmosphere and emotion. Emotive, undulating 

forms seem to ebb and flow in space, practically 

pulsating off the canvas. But for Kobayashi, 

these so-called emotional landscapes are 

intended to provoke playful, slow revelations 

for the viewer, each firmly situated in complex 

human emotions and even, according to 

the artist, personified - each painting like a 

character in a larger story.  

Kobayashi explains of his new works, “all the 

paintings depict faces (or what appear to be 

cropped portions of faces) but despite the 

smiles, other emotions lie below. The characters 

become more complex over time. What adds 

to the idea of lost or wistfulness in the work 

is the intangibility of some of the colours and 

gradients in relation to other more defined 

shapes and textures. The undefined ethereal spaces 

are beyond tangibility, and therefore create a sense of 

longing, of something out of reach.” 

Perhaps these sensations have to do with the 

overlapping or quiet horizons that Kobayashi portrays. 

These paintings embody a sense of narrative, too, 

where art is about framing, composition, and choice 

- Kobayashi directs the scene - choosing when and 

where to freeze the frame. With such reductive, sensual 

encounters, where he pulls our 

gaze, the colours he chooses, 

and the movement he selects 

are all crucial to our reading of 

the painting. 

But here, for the first time, 

Kobayashi brings a wry sense 

of irony. To lesser or greater 

degrees, we might see smiling 

faces or clownish colours, 

but indeed how much we 

wish to assume these works 

are literal zoom-ins on smiley 

faces or whether they’re 

deeply sensuous, metaphorical 

landscapes is perhaps relegated to the reading of each 

viewer, and the joy and excitement of these works is 

probably what we take with us, and how we understand 

the visual clues he’s ever so carefully mapped out. We 

can be certain his choices are exacted, enacted, and 

executed with precision and intent.  

We warmly invite you to view the works in advance 

or in person. Kobayashi’s exhibition opens with us in 

London on Thursday 17 October 2024.
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O
SAMU KOBAYASHI (b. 1984, Columbia, 

SC) lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. 

Kobayashi holds a BFA from Maryland 

Institute College of Art, Baltimore, MD (2006). 

He has exhibited widely in the US and abroad including 

solo exhibitions at Hollis Taggart Gallery (New York, 

NY), A+B Gallery (Brescia, IT), Mindy Solomon Gallery 

(Miami, Fl), and LA Artcore (Los Angeles, CA). He has 

participated in group exhibitions at Dirimart Gallery 

(Istanbul, TR), Blindspot Gallery (Hong Kong, CN), 

Museo d’Arte Contemporanea (Lissone, IT), Albertz 

Benda (Los Angeles, CA), and the Columbia Museum 

of Art (Columbia, SC). In 2013, Kobayashi was 

awarded the Hassam, Speicher, Betts, and Symons 

Purchase Fund from the American Academy of Arts 

and Letters. 

In 2021, he was awarded a NYFA Artist Fellowship. His 

work has been reviewed by Artsy, Whitewall Magazine, 

and Hyperallergic among other publications. 

Kobayashi’s London debut solo exhibition opens with 

BEERS on 17 October 2024.
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